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E an It Be!
HYMN
OPENING Proverbs 30:5-6

TEXT(s)

CLOSING Go, Preach My Gospel
HYMN




INTRODUCTORY TEXT(S)...cccc0000000s00s00s00sss00ss0sss00essnss
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DID GOD'S FAITHFUL EXEMPLARS FOR FORMAL PRAYER? MAY = DO LIKEWISE?

Luke 22:29-42

Acts 20:36-37;21:4-6;
Ephesians 3:14

Acts 7:58-60

Paul/Early Christians

Daniel 6:10
1Kings 8:54: 2nd Chronicles 6:13
All True Christians Psalm 95:6-7

Both in public and private worship it is our duty to bow down upon our knees before God when we
offer our petitions to Him. This act shows our dependence upon God. {Ms84h-1891.11}

Acts 9:39-41




‘What has our Creator said to us about the words he has preserved in the Bible?
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What has or Creator sald to us about the words he has preserved in the Bible?
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Testﬁﬂg Om beﬁefﬁn G@d,s mc@rdo0000000000000600000000000000000000000

John 14:1-2>> ILet nof your heart be froubled: ye f: .

believe in God, believe also in me. “n my Father's
house are many mansions: if [it were] not [so], | would ¢, X
have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. Ty NG

Those are precious and encouraging promises. Promises that, knowing their \1
guarantee, none would be hesitant to accept. Who would not want a ¢ g
mansion? Yet who is it that is giving us this pledge? It is Jesus Christ that is
here speaking, assuring us that what he says, he means every word of it. If he /. .«
did not truly mean marny mansions, he says he would not have told us. If he
did not truly mean they were in his Father’s house in heaven, he says he would
not have told us. Furthermore, if Christ did not truly mean the mansions were
in the house of #is Father, he says he would not have told us.
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T@Sﬁﬂg Om beﬂiefﬁn G@d?s mc@rdoooocoeoooooooeoooooooooooooooeooooooo

John 14:1-2>> 'Let not your heart be troubled: ye & ., &

believe in God, believe also in me. 2n my Fofhet’s
house are many mansions: if [it were] not [so], | would |
have told you. | go to prepare a place for you.

In just these few, simple words there is so much life and hope. Jesus Christ ¢,
usﬂaemssmancethatweaughtnottobeuoubledorwomedmour |

: that is, if we truly believe in God, we should believe also in him. If

u'ulybeheveltwhmhccallsGodhnththet,weshalllmlybeheveﬂle
logical fact which pierces the conscience: that Jesus Christ is actually #he

Son of God. Ultimately, if we truly believe in the Father and the Son, we have

nothing to worry about; rather than worry, we have every one these precious

pmnnsestohopeforandmcelve And there are many more, even myriads of
these promises m the divine record.
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Now, do you believe this record?

John 3:16-17>> '°For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever beleveth
IN him should not perish, but have everlasting life. '/For
God sent not his Son into the woild fo condemn the
world; but that the world through him might be saved.

1 John 5:10-11>> '°He that believeth on the Son of God
hath the withess in himself: he that believeth not God
hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the
record that God gave of his Son. ' And this is the record,
1hSoc't1tGod hath given to us etemal life, and this life is in his



Accepting the record means to take it as it r€adS.ccococccccoccssssoocs

Now, taking God’s record as it reads, knowing that if he meant
otherwise, he would simply have told us, let us reason together from the
aforementioned scriptures. As it reads, is John 3:16 saying that God
the Father had an only Son? Yes! As it reads, is this Son is identified
as such because, by the very definition of Son, he is one begotten or
born? Yes! As it reads, given that this Son is described as God’s only-
begotten Son, does this mean then that this Son had to be specially and
singularly born from God at some point? Yes!

Is scripture saying that this Son was given to or sent into the world,
that is, the earth? Yes! If the only begotten Son was given or sent,
does it not mean that this Son had to be altogether born from God
before he was given or sent to the earth? Yes! Notice the scripture did
not say, “God so loved the world that he gave another to the world,
and this other only became his Son while in the world.” No! The
scripture said, “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten
Son.” The common sense of the statement es it clear that God
indeed had to kave a Son in order for that Son to be given to the world.

10



musuaﬁ@m Whi@h Vindicate GOd’s recordOOOO00000600000000000000091011

An 1nvitation to apply this illustration personally...

What if, for some reason, you are accommodating me at your
home for a few days? Bemg appreciative, I tell you I am bringing
you a specially-baked loaf of bread as a gift for your hospitality.
On the day of my arrival I then show up at your door, not with »

that bread I pledged but rather with a bag of flour. You would /
certainly ask, “Where is the bread?” And then I say to you, Wil
“That’s why I brought the flour, it will become that special bread . (.
once I borrow your kitchen and bake it.” How would you feel % 2%
about that? If I said I’m bringing a special bread as a gift and, )~ el
and at the accepted time to present the gift I bring flour? Was I
true to my word? (Certainly not!) Even if I mtend to make that 1{‘&
bread thereafter? (My original word was still misleading.) §i
Wouldn’t my actions seem immature, or maybe insulting, or |

maybe downright deceitful?




Tlustrations which vindicate God’s record 2z

Our God does not play mind games. He says what he means, and means what he says...
If we do not expect such conduct from flesh and blood whom we trust, how

much more do we know that such is not an attribute of the God of heaven?
God would never tell us a plain fact when He never intended us to understand

it as a plain fact. Did not Jesus assure us of this when he asked the following? ‘
Matthew 7:9-11>> 7Or what man is there of you,

whom if his son ask bread, wil he give him o /\
stone? ‘OOr if he ask a fish, wil he give hm @
sermpent? f ye then, being evil, know how o give
good giffs unto your children, how much more A /&
shall your Father which is iIn heaven give good i
things fo them that ask him®e |




The Unmistakable Gift identified in the divine record....cccooocccs

Our God infinitely knew how to tﬁz e the greatest gift which was
needed by this world. And he said gift was his Son. If God sa

his Son was being given or sent to the world, he meant just that.

was not giving us something other than lus true Son: not a stone,

not a serpent, not even another co-eternal God, but his truly only-
begotten Son. Sincerely God at his word we cannot receive =
the interpretation that the “Son” which God said heth%ave only A
became the Son after he was given, whether at Bethlehem or |
otherwise. This would mean the gift was 7ot a Son before he was
given, hence God did nof give a Son Such interpretations are clearly
not what God’s word and character declare. Such mterpretatlons
are contradictory. Such interpretations must be of men.

Let’s go a httle further. The next verse, John 3:17, declares, “For
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world.” The
scripture language clearll)l' states again that this Son was already the |
only begotten Son before he was sent into the world. '




The Unmistakable Gift identified in the divine record...cccoococcos

Now think on this. If God dwells in heaven and had this Son before he
was sent into the world, then this Son must have been born from God in
heaven, and then at some point after, this Son was sent into the world.
Ovenall,ls saying that this literal Father-Son relation already

anddlenaﬁerwmdﬂleSonwassentdowntome |
omthtomdeemhnmanlnnd?lfwetakcﬂlesmpmmasdl read, this = |y
is exactly what the verses say! This is the gospel — the good news within
the divine record! !

Canﬂleseversesbep]auﬂytmdetstoodanyoﬂlerwaWIfwetryto
interpret them any other way, are we not twisting or distorting th
making them froward or perverse, astvelbs88-9rd)ukcs7Ifweacoept
ﬁmqﬁd explanations beyond the clear reading of the scrpture text, are we

ot adding to the word of God, as Proverbs 30:6 warns? If we donot &
behevethe plain import of God’s words, are we not making God a /iar,as -
1“John510-lldeclar&s7 -




Let us give utmost thought to the final decision we make on this issue: .
John 3:18>> He that believeth on him is not’:. "=
condemned: but he that believeth not isP

condemned dlready, because he hath’:

not believed in the name of the onlyp (
begotten Son of God.

John 20:31>> 3'But these are written, that ye P ==
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the = 5%
Son of God; and that believing ye might

have life through his name.
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So then, in a few select, profound words, what does it mean to believe the divine record and its gospe17
Let us give utmost thought to the final decision we make on this issue:

2 Timothy 3:15>> > And that from a child thou hast’ =
known the holy scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation through faith’
which is in Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 1:13>> '¥ln whom ye also [trusted], -
after thaf ye heard the word of truth, the gospel

of your salvation: in whom also ofter that ye

beheved ye were sedled with that holy Spirit of |
promise. ..




Not God for God is love. %In this was)

manifested the love of God toward wus, 2= ™%
because that God sent his only begotten Son P =
info the world, that we might live through him.
John 17:3>> SAnd this is life eternal, that they ', =%
might know thee the only frue God, and prsg
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.




APPEAIJOOGOOOOOOOOOOOOOO00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

With eternal destiny hanging in the balance, how do you respond?

Do you believe the divine record, the same which we call §*
today the Bible, Holy Scripture, or Word of God? Do you believe |
this divine record contains the gospel, the most important
message of good news you could ever hear? A gospel which is |
to be taken as plainly as the Word reads? A gospel that reveals a |
divine Father and his literal divine Son? A gospel which |
expresses the fact that God offered up as a sacrifice the one and |
only being that was directly born from him; that to save the
human world God risked eternally losing the very existence of |
his solitary divine offspring, his Son? (1% Cor. 15:14-19). A
gospel which bears record of the unsearchable love of infinite |

beings as expressed unto undeserving, finite beings?




With eternal destiny hanging in the balance, how do you respond?
Do you believe this gospel? A gospel which, by the Son’s perfect ,.. (A

hmnanhfe,andyouropportnmtytofollowﬁbyhlspower,youaretot‘ .
be restored to an endless righteous existence alongside your Creator? .7

A gospel which records that this future life can only be sought by A &
believing and knowing the only frue God, andtheonlytmeJesusChnst
who is God’s literal Son? A gospel that promises our eternal life on the
wndmonthatwebehevethlsrmrdmcdyasulssctfor&lmtheWord ﬁ
of God? Do you believe this one true gospel, friend, from the one true _

dancrecord?Weprayyousayyes,forthcnaIlGod’spmous '@
promises — promises for all your current circumstances, andpronnsest *
pexunenttothefmureetemalhfe alltheseshallbeyom's Maythc@

Father and Son bless you, through the Spirit, according to your faith
Amen.
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